ST FRANCIS OF PAULA, C.                [APIUL2

St Francis would have the superior of each house in his Order called
Corrector, to put him in continual remembrance that he is only the
servant of all the rest, according to that of Luke xxii., " He who is greater
among you, let him be as the least/' But the more this saint humbled
himself, the more did God exalt him.

The Archbishop of Cosenza approved the rule and Order of this holy
man in 1471.   Pope Sixtus IV confirmed it by a bull, dated the 23rd of
May, in 1474, and established Francis superior-general.   This Order ms
then chiefly composed of laymen, with a few clerks, and only one priest,
Balthasar de Spino, doctor of laws, afterwards confessor to Innocent VIII.
About the year 1476, the saint founded another convent at Paterno, on
the gulf of Tarentum;  and a third at Spezza, in the diocese of Cosenza,
In the year 1479, being invited into Sicily, he was received there as an
angel from heaven, wrought miracles, and built several monasteries in
that island, where he continued a whole year.   Being returned into Calabria,
in   1480, he built another at  Corigliano, in  the  diocese of Rossano,
Ferdinand, King of Naples, provoked at some wholesome advice the saint
had given him and his two sons, Alphonsus, Duke of Calabria, and John,
Cardinal of Arragon, persecuted him;  but his third son, Frederic, Prince
of Tarentum, was his friend.    The king, alleging that he had built
monasteries without the royal assent, ordered a messenger to apprehend
him at Paterno, and bring him prisoner to Naples,    But the officer,
approaching to seize his person, was so moved at his humility and the
readiness with which he disposed himself to follow him that, struck with
awe, he returned to Naples and dissuaded the king from attempting any
thing against the servant of God.   The holy man was favoured with an
eminent spirit of prophecy.   He foretold to several persons, in the years
1447, 1448, and 1449, the taking of Constantinople by the Turks, which
happened on the 29th of May, in 1453, under the command of Mahomet II,
when Constantine Palseologus, the last Christian emperor, was slain, fight-
ing tumultuously in the streets.   He also foretold that Otranto, one of the
most important places and keys of the kingdom of Naples, would fall into
the hands of the same infidels, three months before Achmat Bacha sur-
prised it on the last day of August 1480, to the great consternation of
Italy and all Europe.   But the servant of God promised the Christians,
especially the pious John,   Count  of Arena,  one of the generals of
Ferdinand I, King of Naples, certain success the year following, when
they recovered that city, and drove the infidels out of Italy, their victory
being facilitated by the death of the Turkish emperor, and a civil vw
between the two brothers, Bajazet II and Zizimes.    The authentic de-
positions of many unexceptionable witnesses, given with all the formalities
which both the civil and canon law require, prove these and many other
illustrious predictions of the holy man,  on several public and private